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280 FRERE GABRIEL MARIE. 

FRERE GABRIEL MARIE. 

For forty years elementary mathematical texts issued under the auspices of 
the Institut des Freres des Ecoles Chretiennes have been widely used in France 
and Belgium. While no author's name ever appeared on the title pages there 
was usually some such indication as " par F. J.," " par F. I. C," and " par F. G. M." 
In recent years it has become generally known that "F. G. M." 1 stood for Frere 
Gabriel Marie who was appointed Superior General of his Order in 1897. 2 As 
a result of legislation in 1904 more than half of the 2,000 schools of the Order in 
France were closed during 1904-1906. Frere Gabriel Marie then continued his 
work in Lembecq-lez-Hal, Belgium. With the opening of the war he returned 
once more to Paris. There he died on October 25, 1916, in the eighty-second 
year of his age. 3 Of the many mathematical works which have come from his 
pen there are two which, even though of extraordinary interest, are almost 
unknown in America. I refer to: (1) Exercices de geometrie, of which the fifth 
edition was published in 1912 (4 supplementary pages in 1913), and (2) Exercices 
de geometrie descriptive (fourth edition, 1909, 61 supplementary pages, 1912). 
Both of these works are well worth placing in every college library of the country, 
and few high-school teachers of mathematics could fail to find the first of them 
a veritable encyclopaedia of interesting methods, solutions, and historical notes. 

Exercices de gSomttrie is a book of over 1,300 pages. In the first section of 
210 pages, methods for solving geometrical problems are discussed. On pages 
211-1259 we find detailed solutions of all the exercises in Elements de GSometrie, 
par F. J. Throughout the work there is an immense amount of bibliographical 
and historical information. On account of the difficulties under which the last 
edition was published it contains a good many inaccuracies and misprints. 
These are very few, however, in comparison with innumerable accurately stated 
facts and references difficult of access in any other work. Indexes covering nearly 
40 pages render the volume most convenient as a work of reference. The only 
work in recent times to compare with it, is the one by Antoine Dalle. 4 

Exercices de geometrie descriptive has similar characteristics. The most recent 
edition contains nearly 1,200 pages, with the solutions of all exercises in Elements 
de gSomStrie descriptive avec de nombreux exercices, of the same series. 

In sending his recently published Manuel de Geometrie to the writer early in 
1916 Frere Gabriel Marie stated that he expected to end his career with this 
new edition of his first work which had been published forty years before. Never- 
theless within a month of his death yet another book had been added to the 
long list of his productions. 5 

1 As "F. I. C." and "F. J." occur on the title pages of the second and third editions of a 
work of which the fourth- and fifth editions have "F. G. M." I hazard the guess that these also 
refer to Frere Gabriel Marie; the first indicating the Order in which he was a brother, the latter 
that he was a Jesuit. 

2 Cf. the article on "Institute of Brothers of Christian Schools" in The Catholic Encyclopedia, 
Vol. 8, New York, 1911. 

3 Cf. L'Enseignement Mathematique, Novembre, 1916, XVIII 6 annee, pp. 445-446. 

4 2000 theorimes et problhnes de giometrie avec solutions. Namur, 1912. 8 + 825 pp. 

5 Manuel de me'canique. Paris, 1916. 432 pp. 
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It is with more than passing pleasure that I recall the fine courtesy, the 
generosity, the extreme modesty and the enthusiasm exhibited by Frere Gabriel 
Marie in occasional correspondence during the past decade. 

R. C. Archibald. 
Bbown University, 
March 23, 1917. 



FIRST REGULAR MEETING OF THE IOWA SECTION. 

The first regular meeting of the Iowa Section of The Mathematical Association 
of America was held at Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa, on April 28, 1917, and 
the following program given: 

(1) "A unified course for Freshman mathematics:" by Professor R. B. 
McClenon, Grinnell College. Leader of the discussion: Professor Julia 
Colpitis, Iowa State College. 

(2) "The foundation of Freshman mathematics in technical schools:" 
by Dean E. W. Stanton, Iowa State College. In his absence, the paper was read 
by Professor. Maria Roberts, Iowa State College. Leaders of the discussion: 
Professors J. F. Reillt, Iowa State University, and C. W. Emmons, Simpson 
College. 

(3) "Putting life into dry bones:" by Professor F. M. McGaw, Cornell 
College. Leaders of the discussion: Professors W. J. Rusk, Grinnell College, and 
W. E. Beck, Iowa State University. 

The following also took part in the discussions: Professors Weston, Trow- 
bridge, Stewart and Neff. All the papers were good and the discussions were to 
the point showing a keen interest in the sort of a program offered. The action 
at the business session in planning two meetings each year also indicates some- 
thing of the interest taken in the Iowa Section. The attendance included some 
twenty members of the Association and others who will become members in due 
course. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: I. F. Neff, Drake 
University, Chairman; R. B. McClenon, Grinnell College, Vice-Chairman; 
W. E. Beck, Iowa State University, Secretary. 

G. A. Chaney, I. F. Neff, 

Chairman, Secretary-Treasurer. 



THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN SECTION OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

In September, 1916, it was suggested to Dr. G. H. Light, of the University 
of Colorado, that a section of The Mathematical Association of America be formed 
to include the states of Wyoming and Colorado. The suggestion was acted upon 
and as a result a meeting was called at the University of Colorado on April 7, 
1917. 



